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Two roads are diverging in the “yellow wood” of education. One road is the well-worn path, the familiar landscape, of leftover traditional 20th century pedagogy. The other has not yet been worn smooth but offers education with a rich multi-cultural landscape that provides students with a global outlook; a “whole new world” that must be embraced by a “whole new mind”.
Peter Berger (1997) speaks of four facets of global culture:  business, academic, popular, and religious. In all of these areas it is notable that western culture has dominated with English surfacing as the language of global communication. We must be careful not to assume, however, that because so many aspects of western culture have spread throughout the globe that a homogeneous culture is developing and that the rest of the world is trying to do it our way.  As James Watson points out, “Technological breakthroughs are not enough to create a world culture; people have a desire to partake of the fruits of globalization while celebrating the inherent uniqueness of their own local cultures.” Watson asserts that teachers can make a conscious decision to prepare their students for an increasingly globalized future when he says, “This new educational mission begins with the recognition that globalization is not an all-consuming, homogenizing force that destroys everything that is unique or valued in local cultures.” The Indonesian child unwrapping a McDonald’s hamburger does not view the world in the same way as the child in the American suburbs, no matter how similar the meal.
How does a classroom teacher meet the challenge of bringing global awareness to the curriculum? Perhaps we can begin by embracing the NETS (National Educational Technology Standards) published by ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education.) In 2007 the Performance Indicators for Students were released. These include (paraphrased to save space):
 - Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others. They develop cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with learners of other cultures.

The NETS-T for teachers (2008) includes three areas regarding global education:
- Teachers facilitate and inspire student learning and creativity by engaging students in exploring real-world issues and solving authentic problems using digital tools and resources.
-. Teachers develop and model cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with colleagues and students of other cultures using digital-age communication and collaboration tools.
- Teachers engage in professional growth and leadership by participating in local and global learning communities to explore creative applications of technology to improve student learning.
Finally the NETS-A for administrators (2009) contains the following: 

- Administrators promote and participate in local, national, and global learning communities that stimulate innovation, creativity, and digital-age collaboration.

-  Administrators model and facilitate the development of a shared cultural understanding and involvement in global issues through the use of contemporary communication and collaboration tools. 
Administrators must take the lead and demonstrate that global awareness is a priority. Teachers must become proficient in digital tools and actively seek opportunities for their students. When teachers are comfortable in the use of 21st century tools and have the support of administration, they will be empowered to engage in planning for global awareness and global collaboration for their students. One of the advantages of bringing a multicultural perspective to our teaching is that especially at the early levels, we have an opportunity to dismantle stereotypes and correct long-held misconceptions. The benefits of this cannot be underestimated.
One school taking steps to incorporate multicultural activities was recently featured in Today’s Catholic Teacher in an article by Emily Kracht. (Global Awareness-Opening the Eyes of Children to the World around Them Nov-Dec 2009 pp. 44-47) The school in Mankato, Minnesota, developed its own curriculum that involves “learning and gaining knowledge about the cultures and people of the world, simulating authentic experiences of those cultures, developing respect for all people of the world, and honoring their cultures with appreciation for their many gifts.”  There are many “simulations” and they do bring in some local visitors who have roots or at least authentic experiences in other cultures. They have made a start, but they are still lacking in the communication and collaboration with students from those other cultures who can be the first person voices that will tell them how others really see the world.  The article made no mention of interaction with other schools, whether by blogging, programs such as ePals, or any type of digital collaborative project. Learning songs, dances, and games of children around the world is a beginning, but they need to take the next step and seek real interaction, something quite possible in today’s digital world.
We Americans need to take off the rose-colored glasses and in some cases blinders, and trade them in for the progressive lenses of global awareness. How many of us pay close attention to news emanating from other countries whether it is of natural disasters or elections? A friend from Italy was sure that their earthquake near L’Aquila in April of 2009, which left thousands homeless, would be all over our news broadcasts.  It actually received scant attention, though I was reluctant to tell him that. 
All of us, whether student, teacher, administrator, or citizen at large, need to be able to see the world through multiple perspectives in order to fully participate as consumers and creators in a flattened world. As teachers we need to lead our students to discover cultural similarities as well as differences, allowing them to share what brings us together and build bridges of understanding between that which separates us. In this way we help them to increase their own cultural capital, which is not only to their individual benefit, but to that of a global society. Two roads are diverging in the yellow wood, and the path we choose in education will make all the difference.
